«СУЧАСНА КУЛЬТУРА США»

4 курс

Зміст курсу

В курсі викладено основну інформацію про повсякденне життя в різних місцевостях Америки, населення (національності, класи, імміграцію і т.і.), політичну систему, освіту, економіку, працевлаштування, правила користування транспортом, користування кредитними картками, поселення у готелі або іншому помешканні тощо. Важливі проблеми цієї країни описано на основі автентичної літератури, преси, великої кількості сайтів мережі Інтернет, не захищених авторським правом.. 

Зроблено спробу відібрати найбільш важливу інформацію і викласти факти про головні інститути країни, характеристику системи державного управління, освіти, засобів масової інформації. Особлива увага приділяється традиціям та звичкам жителів країни, що є унікальним для даного народу.

Перелік лекцій

Змістовний модуль № 1

Тема :  American people. American Government, education, economy

Лекц
Lecture  № 1   EDUCATION IN THE USA

1. Elementary and secondary education.

2. Higher education.

3. Standards and diplomas.

4. Adult and continuing education.

5. Functional Illiteracy.

Lecture №2  ECONOMY.  AMERICAN LIFE STYLE. SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT

1. Economy. Post-war period and contemporary economy

2. Silicon Valley. Professor Frederick Emmons  Terman  - the initiator of the Silicon Valley

3. American life style. (Typically American)

4. Environment. The Clean Air Act (1970), the Water Pollution Control Act (1972), the Endangered Species Act (1972).

5. The American System of Government. Congress.

6.  The President. The Federal Judiciary. Checks and Balances. Political Parties. Elections. Federalism.

Lecture №3 LIFESTYLE (communicative behavioral patterns in the USA)
Using public transport in cities and towns.

1. Using taxis (or cabs). Public transport as one of the first social institutions
2. Some peculiarities of tipping in hotels, restaurants, barber’s shops, etc.
3. Airport shuttles (buses operating long-distance intercity routes) and city buses
4. Differences between US buses and buses in our country
5. Subway (Metro Rail )
Lecture№ 4  FINANCIAL MATTERS

1. Cash 

· Money denominations

· Paying in cash

2. Credit cards

3. Check card

Lecture 5  CULTURE

1. American popular culture. Main  theories about  popularity of American   popular culture 

2. Music. Its history and development

3. Art. Schools of art and main representatives.

4. American values: hard work and privacy

5. Family

Перелік семінарських занять з питаннями, винесеними на обговорення

План семінарського заняття №1

Тема:   Education in the USA
1. Elementary and secondary education.
2. Higher education.
3. Standards and diplomas.
4. Adult and continuing education.
5.  Functional Illiteracy
Questions

1. What do you know about summer classes?

2. Speak about out of class activities.

3. Competitiveness and selectiveness of higher education

4. What types of diplomas and certificates can be got in the USA?

5. Students’ work and getting scholarship

План семінарського заняття №2

Тема: Economy. American life-style. Political system of the USA

1.  The structure of US political system. 3 branches of power.

2. Congress as the legislative branch of federal government

3. The President. The federal Judicial System.

4.  The separation of Powers. Checks and balances.Elections.

5. Economy , its development before and after the World War II.

6. Silicon Valley

7. American life style. (Typically American)

8. Environment

Questions

1.  What are the fundamental principles of American government?

2.  What is the Congress made up of?

3.  What is the number of representatives based on?

4.  What executive departments do you know?

5.  What powers  do the Congress, the President and judicial branch have?

6. What do you know about the political parties in the USA?

7.  What can be named typically American?

8.  Name three American “national characteristics” which are most frequently mentioned?

9.  Old tradition of hospitality to strangers.

10.  Speak about neighborliness in the USA?

11. The habit of informality.

12. The protection of natural resources and wildlife.

План семінарського заняття №3

Тема: Lifestyle (communicative behavioral patterns in the USA). Using public transport in cities and towns. Housing problems

Plan

1. Using taxis (or cabs).  Three main types of public transport
2. Airport shuttles and city buses
3. Subway (Metro Rail ). Differences in  the organization of fare collecting in subway among different cities
4. Renting a room or a flat

5. Booking and living at a hotel

Questions

1. How to reach your destination from the airport?

2. How to use taxicab? What are the main rules?

3.What do you know about the tips for taxi drivers?

4. Tell what you know about airport-bound shuttles?

5. Why not having your own car in small towns is a great disadvantage?

6. In what way do American buses differ from our ones?

7. How to choose a hotel to live in.

8. What should you know to rent a room?

План семінарського заняття №4

Тема: Financial matters
1.  Different ways of payments in the USA. Cash 

2. Money denominations

3. Paying in cash

4. Credit cards

5. Check cards

Questions

1. Why is it more convenient to handle paper money of smaller denominations ($ 1, $5, $10, $20 bills) while paying in cash?

2. Why it is necessary to have a good supply of  cash in 1$ bills?

3. What do you know about tipping in the USA?

4. What kinds of credit cards are accepted in the USA?

5.  Why is it a disadvantage not to have credit card while in the USA?

6.  Is it difficult to obtain  card in the USA?

7. What is the difference between credit card and check card?

8. What is overdraft? 
План семінарського заняття №5

Тема:  American culture
1. American popular culture

2. Music. Afro-American influence on the development of American musical 
culture

3. Art. Art schools and their representatives.

4. American values. Hard work, fairness and privacy

5. Family. Marriage, divorce, changing roles within the families.

Questions

1. What are the existing theories about the influence of American culture on the whole world?

2. Speak about the American folk art.

3. Jazz, blues, rock’n’roll – their most famous representatives

4. Hudson River School, Ashcan school, Pop art – what do you know about them?

5. Comment on each of three American values: hard work, fairness and privacy.

6. What do you know about dating in the USA?

7. What are the main reasons of divorces? 

8. What are the reasons of changing roles within the families?

План семінарського заняття №6

Тема: Entertainment in the USA

1. Three main kinds of sport in the USA

2. Culture: avoiding cultural shock

3. Participate, not just watch the life go

4. Movies 

Questions
1.Speak about American football.

2. What is baseball for Americans?

3. What do you know about high school football leagues?

4. Speak about baseball and basketball games and their popularity.

5. What is cultural shock and how to avoid it?

6. Do our cultural stereotypes influence our attitude to new culture?

7.  Why is it necessary to participate in conversations?

План семінарського заняття №7

Тема: Sightseeing in America. Washington, D.C. New York.

1. Washington, D.C. General information.

2. The Capitol

3. The White House

4. The Lincoln Memorial

5. New York. General information and history

6. The sights of NY

Questions

1. Tell about the history of Washington D.C?

2. Compare Washington with other cities of the USA.

3. What do you know about the precious relics of the past in the Capitol?

4. What parts does the Capitol consist of?

5. Was the White House always white?

6. Tell about the most famous and interesting places in New York?

Самостійна робота

1. Prepare the report on the following: Federalism: State and Local Governments

2.  Prepare an essay on the topic: ”what is ordinary and extraordinary  about Americans”

3. Musical styles developed  inside rock

4. National American Parks
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