«КРАЇНОЗНАВСТВО»

(5 курс)

Перелік лекцій

Lecture 1. Great Britain: major geographical, historical, demographic and political factors. Population

1.   The United Kingdom: general information. The symbols of the United `
  Kingdom and four nations. The history of unification.
2.   Geography of the UK. Climate of the UK.

3. National identity;.Ethnic identity; Family identity. Geographical 
identity; Class 
identity.
4. Demographic characteristics: distribution of population, immigration, 
emigration 
and migration.

5. Men and women.
Lecture 2.   Politics
1. The constitution. 

2. Main parties: a) Conservative party, b) Labour party, c) Liberal 
Democratic party, d) nationalist parties.

3. A two-party system.
4. The Monarchy.

5. The future of the monarchy. 

Lecture 3. Parliament. System of Justice. Education
1. Functions, traditions and rules of Parliament. The House 
of Commons. 
Parliamentary business. Parties in Parliament. The 
House of  Lords.

2. The system of justice. The sentences of the court.

3. Three stages of education in Great Britain. Exams and qualifications.
4. History and organization. British approach to education.Changes 
during the 
last quarter of the 20th century.

5. Organization of a school day and a school year.Education beyond 
 sixteen.

6. Types of university. The Open University.

Lecture 4. The economy. Housing. Welfare
1. Different jobs and how they are paid.

2. Industry and trade. Changes in industry in the 2nd half of the 20th 



century.
3. Finance and investment.
4. Houses, not flats. A sense of property.

5. Owning and renting.

6. Welfare. Kinds of benefits.
Перелік семінарських занаять з питаннями, винесеними на  обговорення

SEMINAR 1

The United Kingdom: general information, history of unification, geography

1.  The United Kingdom: general information.

2.  The symbols of the United Kingdom and four nations. The history of 
unification.
3.  Geography of the UK. Climate of the UK.
4.  National identity: the four nations of the United Kingdom.

5.  Ethnic identity: the non-native British.

6.  Family identity.

7.  Geographical identity: people from different regions of the UK.

8. Class identity: where people work.

9. Demographic characteristics: distribution of population, immigration, 

emigration and migration.

10. Men and women

Questions for control:
1. Why is it not politically correct to say “English” and “England” meaning the 

whole country and its population?

2. Speak briefly about the population of the UK. What languages do they 


speak?

3. What is an administrative area of the UK?

4. Who united England and Wales? Under what circumstances?

5. Why did James I become the king of England, Wales and Scotland?

6. When were the parliaments of England and Scotland united?

7. When did England begin the colonization of Ireland?

8. What caused the resistance of Irish people in the 16th century?

9. How did Norhern Ireland become separate at last?

10. What determines British climate? What is a main peculiarity of British 


climate?

11. Is the image of a foggy and rainy land perfectly true?

12. What are two main differences among the four nations of Great Britain?

13. What is the main reminder of “Welshness”?

14. What two polarized societies live side-by-side in Northern Ireland? What are 

the signs of segregation in everyday life?

15. What is “English identity” and “British identity”? Is there any difference?

16. Are Oriental habits preserved by the immigrants?

17. Do British people feel  family identity very strong? What characterizes 


nuclear family in Great Britain?

18. What big geographical areas can be singled out in the UK?

19. Describe Cockney rhyming slang. What are the distinctions between the 


counties?

20. Are British people conscious of class differences?

SEMINAR 2. Politics. Government

1. The constitution. 
2. Main parties: a) Conservative party, b) Labour party, c) Liberal Democratic party,  d) nationalist parties.  A two-party system.

3. The monarchy. The future of the monarchy. 

4. The single-party government and the opposition.

5. The cabinet. The Prime Minister.
6. The civil service.

7. Central and local government.

8. Local government service.

Questions for control:

1. What kind of state is Great Britain?

2. Why is British constitution so special?

3. What substitutes British constitution?

4. How does “a two-party system” function?

5. Which party becomes the government? Which becomes “an alternative 
government”?

6. What are historic origins of “a two-party system”?

7. Does every party stand for a particular group of population?

8. What is the aim of televising party conferences?

9. What are the duties of the Queen? How are they really fulfilled?

10. What factors have cooled down the enthusiasm towards monarchy? What was 
the Queen’s respond?

11. What is the future of the monarchy? Prove your answer.

12. What is “a collective responsibility” of a party?

13. Why is the position of Prime Minister (further – PM) in contrast to that of the 
Queen?

14. What are the 3 factors that give PM dominance over the other ministers? How 
does the residence of PM reflect the traditional image of his “modest” position?

15. Comment on the origin and meaning of the term “Whitehall”.

16. What differences concerning local government are found between federal states 
and Great Britain? In what way is local government similar to national?

17. What are the responsibilities of local government? 

18. What administrative 
divisions are found on the territory of the UK?

19. Dwell on the local government services.

SEMINAR 3

Parliament. System of Justice. EDUCATION

1. Functions, traditions and rules of Parliament. The Speaker. The House 


of Commons.

2. Parliamentary business. Parties in Parliament. The House of Lords.
3. The system of justice. The sentences of the court.

4. Three stages of education in Great Britain. Exams and qualifications.

5. History and organization. British approach to education.
6. Changes during the last quarter of the 20th century.

7. Organization of a school day and a school year.

8. Education beyond sixteen.Types of university.
9. The Open University.
Questions for control:

1. Describe basic duties of Parliament.

2. How does the physical division of Parliament reflect  a political one?

3. Is the position of the Speaker an important one? Why is an unwilling Speaker 


usually dragged to the chair?

4. What kind of people did MPs use to be?

5. Can a member of any party vote in Parliament only according to his or her 
personal will?

6. Why is the House of Lords sometimes called “a fascinating anachronism”?

7. Who become members of the House of Lords?

8. What are the two kinds of court? How is it decided if the person is guilty or not?

9. When do children start primary school?

10. What are the three types of secondary school?

11. Which children go to secondary modern schools and which – to grammar schools? 

12. Describe the system of public schools.

13. What choice do pupils have at the age of 16? 

14. What types of higher educational establishments (not only universities) exist in the UK? 

15. What general approach to British education always existed? What were the two recent changes in British education and what caused them?

16. What are the peculiarities of education in primary school (secondary school)?

17. What is the principle of accepting students to the university?

18. Describe the types of universities: Oxbridge, old Scottish universities, the early nineteenth-century universities, civic (“redbrick”) universities, campus universities, the newer civic universities.

SEMINAR 4
The economy. Housing. Welfare
1. Different jobs and how they are paid.

2. Industry and trade. Changes in industry in the 2nd half of the 20th  century.

3. Finance and investment.
4. Houses, not flats. A sense of property.

5. Owning and renting.
6. Welfare. Kinds of benefits.
Questions for control

1. What has always been a sign of aristocracy?

2. Comment on the major sign of being a middle-class.

3. Whom do they call “”white-collars’ and “blue-collars”?

4. What changes have taken place in job opportunities lately?

5. What did the invention of steam engine mean for Great Britain?

6. What is meant by the term “sterling area”?

7. What was the general trend in economic system of Great Britain from 1945 until 1980?

8. What are the important qualities to be found in the “square mile”?

9. Comment on the saying “An Englishman’s house is his castle”.

10. Why weren’t “tower blocks” successful in Great Britain?

11. Comment on separation between public and private/

12. Explain the terms “first-time buyer” and “second-tin\me buyer”

13. What do “council houses” mean?

14. What do you know about “unemployment benefit”?

15. What are  additional forms of income after retirement?

16. What does “child benefit” mean?

17. What other kinds of benefits do you know?

Самостійна робота
1. Замки Великобританії

2. Географія та клімат Великобританії. Демографічні характеристики: імміграція, еміграція, міграція. Місцеві урядові служби.
3. Функції, традиції у парламенті. Спікер. Палати лордів та   робота           общин.
   Зміни в системі освіти протягом останньої чверті ХХ століття.

4.  Свята у Шотландії, Уельсі та Ірландії

Перелік літератури

1. Сатинова В.Ф. Читаем и говорим о Британии и британцах. – М.: Высш. шк., 1996. – 255 с.

2. O’Driscoll J. Britain. – Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1996. – 224 p.
3. Justice and the law. – England: Foreign and Commonwealth Office, 1993. – p.60 

4. Britannica (encyclopedia).

5. The World Book (encyclopedia).

6. Васильев К.Б. Pilote 1: Справочное пособие по английскому языку. – СПб.: Тритон, 1998. – 416 с.
7. Образование Великобритании. – М.: Sino Russia Publications. – January 2001/ - 44p.
8. Яковева Е.В., Вершинина Е.Ю. Об англоязычной культуре на английском языке: Учебное пособие. – М.: Московский лицей, 1999 – 248 с.
9. Arts in Britain: Promotion and Encouragement. – UK: Central Office of Information. – 1993. – 51p.

Тематика рефератів
1.Famous Men of Art

2. Northern Ireland and the Irish

3. Scottish Character and Humour

4. English People’s Way of life

5. The Royal Family

6. Oxbridge

7. Windsor and Eaton

8. British Sightseeing

9. Theatres and Theatrical Life of London

10. The Cambridge Folk Festival

11. Castles of Scotland

12.The Beatles

13. Modern Art of Great Britain

14.The British Museum

