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Соколова М.А.(Практическая фонетика английского языка): 
1. стр. 120-122 (Vowel sequences)-конспект, учить.

стр. 122 (Questions and Tasks)-письменно.

2. стр. 122-124 (Modification of vowels in connected speech.Reduction)-конспект,учить.

стр.124 (Questions and Tasks,кроме 6)-письменно.
Дополнительный материал к подготовке:

Language in everyday use is not conducted in terms of isolated, separate units; it is performed in connected sequences of larger units, in words, phrases and longer utterances.
In the constant flow of words, phrases, utterances and sentences the smallest linguistic units such as sounds and phonemes undergo a definite number of changes and modifications in a connected speech. Among them we may differentiate the following: assimilation of consonants, reduction of vowels, accommodation, elision, devoicing, nasal plosion, lateral plosion, loss of plosion, nasalization and aspiration which is better to say not a modification but a distinctive feature of some definite sounds being placed  in definite conditions in a word or utterance.

Let’s start with the assimilation(modification of consonants). Assimilation is a common phonological process by which one sound becomes more like a nearby sound; it’s the process of alteration of speech sounds as a result of which one of the sounds becomes fully or partially similar to the adjoining sound. This can occur either within a word or between words. In rapid speech, for example, "handbag" is often pronounced [ˈhæmbæɡ].  In rapid speech native speakers of English tend to pronounce ten bucks as though it were written tembucks. There are  three criteria according to which we differentiate assimilation: according to 1.direction,2. degree of completeness and 3.degree of stability.

1.The influence of the neighbouring sounds in English can act in progressive, regressive and reciprocal direction. *When some articulatory features of the following sound are changed under the influence of the preceeding sound, which remains unchanged, assimilation is called PROGRESSIVE: and in anticipation of the voiceless s in son the final consonant of his in his son is not as fully voiced as the s in his daughter, where it clearly is [z]." (the pronunciation of suffix  -s depends on the quality of the preceding consonant: it is pronounced as [z] after voiced consonants as in pens[penz], calls[ko:lz] and as [s] after voiceless consonants as in desks [desks], books [buks] ); bookish style /bʊkɪʃ staɪl/ /bʊkɪʃ ʃtaɪl/.

**When the following sound influences the articulation of the preceeding one assimilation is called regressive(words newspaper ['nju:speIpq] the sound [z] becomes voiceless under the influence of the following voiceless consonant.) ***mutual or reciprocal assimilation where the assimilated and the assimilating sounds both influence upon each other (↔).

2. According to the degree of completeness assimilation can be complete(two adjoining sounds emerge into one: cupboard [c/\pb  d - c/\b  d ], less shy [‘les ‘ ai – ‘le   ai]) and incomplete (the likeness of the adjoining sound is partial as the assimilated sound retains its major articulatory features, e.g. the sonorants [w,l,r] are partly devoiced when preceded by the voiceless fortis [p,t,k, s, f,   ] within words “sweet [swi:t], place[pleis], try[trai])

3. According to the degree of stability we differentiate obligatory(historical) and non-obligatory assimilation.

Reduction is a historical process of weakening, shortening or disappearance of vowel sounds in unstressed positions, such as the characteristic change of many vowels at the ends of words to schwa. Stressed vowels cannot be reduced.

Schwa is the most common reduced vowel in English, and orthographically it may be denoted by any of the vowel letters:

* The "a" in "about". 
* The "e" in "synthesis".
* The "o" in "harmony". 
* The "u" in "medium".

Reduction is realized in unstressed syllables within words; in unstressed form-words, auxiliary and modal verbs, personal and possessive pronouns within intonation groups and phrases.

There are three kinds of reduction: 1.Quantitative-shortening of a vowel sound in the unstressed position, affects mainly long vowels. e.g. [hi: - hiJ- hi]; 2. Qualitative – obscuration of vowels towards [ə, i, u], affects both long and short vowels [k æn - k ən ]. Vowels in unstressed form-words undergo both quantitative and qualitative reduction.3. Elision of vowels in the unstressed position. 

Accommodation When a consonant is modified under the influence of an adjacent vowel or vice-versa this phenomenon is called adaptation or accommodation, eg 

(1) slight degree of nasalization of vowels preceded or followed by nasal sonorants (never, man);

(2) positional length of vowels (knee – need – neat)

(3) labialization in English (no lip protrusion) and Russian involves the lip rounding (Paul – Пол, tool – Тула, pull – пуля, cool – куль)

Elision or complete loss of sounds, both vowels and consonants, is observed in the structure of English words. It is typical of rapid colloquial speech and marks the following sounds:Loss of [h] in personal and possessive pronouns.he, his, her, him and the forms of the auxiliary verb have,has, had is widespread, e.g.What has he done? ['wɔtəziˎd٨n].[1] tends to be lost when preceded by [ɔ:],e.g.always ['ɔ:wiz],already [ɔ:'redi],all right [ɔ:'rait].Alveolar plosives are often elided in case the cluster is followed by another consonant,3.e.g.next day ['neks 'dei], just one ['ʤ٨s 'w٨n],mashed potatoes ['mæ ʃ рə'teitəuz]. If a vowel follows, the consonant remains, e.g. first of all, passed in time.
Whole syllables may be elided in rapid speech:library ['laibri],literary ['litri].Examples of historical elision are also known. They are initial consonants inwrite,know, knight,the medial consonant [t] in fasten, listen, whistle, castle.
Devoicing is a phonological process whereby a consonant that is normally voiced becomes devoiced (i.e. unvoiced) due to the influence of a phonological element in its phonological environment. This process is different from the concept of a consonant being voiceless. The difference is that voiceless consonants are always voiceless, whereas a devoiced consonant is one that is usually voiced, but which becomes unvoiced under very specific circumstances   English does not have phonological final-obstruent devoicing of the type that neutralizes phonemic contrasts; thus pairs like bad and bat are distinct in all major accents of English. Nevertheless voiced obstruents are devoiced to some extent in final position in English, especially when phrase-final or when followed by a voiceless consonant (for example, bad cat [bæd̥ kʰæt]).

Nasal plosion In the sequence of a plosive followed by a nasal sonorant the manner of articulation of the plosive sound and the work of the soft palate are involved, which results in the nasal character of plosion release: sudden, nor now, at night,let me see 
(partial regressive assimilations).

Lateral plosion. In the sequence of a plosive followed by the lateral sonorant .The noise production of the plosive stop is changed into that of the lateral stop:settle, table, at last (partial regressive assimilations). It is obvious that in each of the occasions one characteristic feature of the phoneme is lost.

Loss of plosion.In English language there are such plosive consonants as [ p ], [ b ], [ k ], [ g ], [ t ], [ d ], [ tʃ ] , [ dʒ ]. In the sequence of two plosive consonants the former loses its plosion:1.glad to see you, great trouble,and old clock 
Например:[gud dei]good day! - добрый день! 
[ ə da:k ga:dn ] a dark garden - темный сад 
[ ə big tri: ] a big tree - большое дерево 
[ ə red dʒa: ] a red jar - красный кувшин 
[ ti:tʃ tim tə ski: ] teach Tim to ski - научи Тима кататься на лыжах 
Labialisation of consonants is traced under the influence of the neighbouring back vowels (accommodation), e.g. pool, moon, rude, soon, who, cool,etc. It is possible to speak about the spread lip position of consonants followed or preceded by front vowels[i:], [i], e.g.
tea – beat; meet – team; feat – leaf, keep – leak; sit – miss (accommodation).
Slight nasalization as the result of prolonged lowering of the soft palate is sometimes traced in vowels under the influence of the neighbouring sonants [m] and [n], e.g.and, morning,men, come in (accommodation).

Aspiration is the strong burst of air that accompanies either the release or, in the case of preaspiration, the closure of someobstruents. To feel or see the difference between aspirated and unaspirated sounds, one can put a hand or a lit candle in front of one's mouth, and say pin [pʰɪn] and then bin [bɪn]. The term "aspiration" is sometimes also used for the replacement of a (usually fricative) consonant with an [h] sound, but that process is more accurately termed debuccalization(a sound change in which an oral consonant loses its original place of articulation, moving it to the glottis (usually [h], [ɦ], or[ʔ]).[1] The pronunciation of a consonant as [h] is sometimes called aspiration but, in phonetics, aspiration is the burst of air accompanying a stop). Voiceless consonants are produced with the vocal cords open and voiced consonants are produced when the vocal folds are fractionally closed. Voiceless aspiration occurs when the vocal cords remain open after a consonant is released. An easy way to measure this is by noting the consonant's voice onset time, as the voicing of a following vowel cannot begin until the vocal cords close.

